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Memorial service will be held for Joseph
Coleman
A memorial service will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 21, for long-time faculty
member Dr. Joseph E. Coleman, a professor of molecular biophysics and
biochemistry, who died on June 28. He was 68 years old.
The service will begin at 4 p.m. in Battell chapel, corner of College and Elm
streets.
Dr. Coleman concentrated his research and teaching on areas ranging from
biophysics to medicine. Specifically, he was involved in research on protein
chemistry, enzymology and DNA-protein interactions. He authored more than
150 scientific articles on these and other subjects.
"Dr. Coleman developed the area of knowledge we now have about the
chemistry of metalloproteins and was a leader in the use of nuclear magnetic
resonance for the study of biomolecules," says his colleague William H.
Konigsberg, professor of molecular biophysics and biochemistry.
Another colleague, Dieter Söll, adds: "Dr. Coleman was a man of principle who
took teaching --the education of the next generation -- very seriously. He also
had a strong sense of the position of molecular biophysics and biochemistry and
the role of the department both at the University and the School of Medicine."
While the department is part of the medical school, faculty in the department
teach medical students, undergraduates in Yale College and students in the
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences.
Dr. Coleman joined the Yale faculty as an assistant professor of biochemistry in
1964. Throughout his career, he guided many medical and doctoral students. He
served as acting chair of the department of biochemistry 1966-69, director of the
Medical Scientist Training Program 1970-75 and chair of the department of
molecular biophysics and biochemistry 1976-82. He became a full professor in
1975.
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Born in Iowa City, Iowa, Dr. Coleman earned both his B.A. and M.D. degrees
from the University of Virginia in 1953 and 1957, respectively, and held an M.D.
degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He completed his internship
at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston and then served as a research fellow in
medicine at the Harvard Medical School and in the department of medicine at
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital. After earning a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1963, Dr. Coleman was a senior assistant resident at
Peter Bent Brigham and an assistant in medicine and tutor in medical science at
Harvard Medical School for a year before coming to Yale.
Dr. Coleman was a visiting professor of bioinorganic chemistry at the University
of Florence, Italy, in 1988. He served on the editorial boards of a number of
scientific journals, including Protein Science, Biochemistry, the Journal of
Inorganic Biochemistry, and Biometals.
He was a member of the American Society of Biological Chemists, the American
Chemical Society and the Biophysical Society, among other organizations.
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